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Our passion at OBPS is enabling our children to become 
everything they are capable of becoming.  We have a clear 

methodology for HOW we do this… by demonstrating our core 
values of CARING, LEARNING and WINNING.  This will 

inspire a confidence in themselves which will take them through 
life.  

Our curriculum is WHAT we use to achieve this.  It is constantly 
evolving and developing- however this document is intended to 

give you a real understanding of the thought and rationale 
behind our decision making.

We hope it’s useful

Mr White



We are a school full of talented individuals who come together to make an awesome whole.  The fact 
that we truly value this individuality must be reflected in all of our work, and be seen throughout our 
practices.

Our approach to the curriculum shows this.  For clarity, our understanding of curriculum is as follows…

“All the planned learning we provide for our children.”
Importantly, we understand that not all of this learning will happen in lessons.  We also take great care 
to make sure we offer optional ‘extra opportunities’ wherever possible to further compliment the 
children’s learning.

Our lesson 
curriculum

Our wider 
curriculum

OBPS 
Curriculum

And this brings us to a big dilemma.  We’ve clearly stated we value individuality, however we also need to 
plan a consistent, sequential, coherent and ambitious curriculum, which gives complete equality of access.  
How do we achieve this without it becoming a straitjacket for both adults and children?



So we approach this dilemma in a number of ways.  The first, and most important, way we do this is by 
bending with the talents, skills and passions of the people in the building.   We don’t just change for the 
sake of it however, and have some fixed points we cannot deviate from.  An example of this is with our 
after school clubs.  I cannot with any certainty tell you what clubs and activities will be available to any 
child at any point in the future.  What I can tell you though is that the staff at OBPS will offer a 
range of clubs and opportunities based on their talents, skills and passions, and the talents, skills and 
passions of the children.  All children will have access to both sporting and non-sporting extra curricular 
opportunities but these will vary.
This year we have run clubs in the following areas- musical theatre, choir, football, basketball, dodgeball, 
rugby, sewing, cycling, cooking, sewing, stage make-up, reading, modern dance, ballet, Design Technology, 
First Aid, gardening, craft amongst others.
Well over 80% of children in our school take advantage of these opportunities

Our Wider 
Curriculum

This serves to explain- not only the wide range of high 
quality opportunities our children always have access to-
but the fact that we embrace the fact that this is ever-
changing and evolving based on the individuals in the school.  
This same point will be revisited later as it the very 
essence of what makes our school unique.



Our Wider 
Curriculum-

(cont)

Another way we use our wider curriculum to enhance our 
offering is with our trips and visits schedule.  Every class, 
every year, will go on three trips or visits.  One will be local and 
they will walk to, one will be to compliment the curriculum and 
be topic based, and one will be merely for fun. These are 
carefully scheduled and planned so that throughout a child’s 
time with us they get a wide range of different opportunities. 

Assemblies also are planned carefully to 
compliment our wider curriculum.  Twice a week 
we meet as a whole school- once to set the 
theme for the week, and once to celebrate the 
‘winning’ that the children have managed that 
week.  All the children will also attend each 
week a Key Stage Assembly which will build on 
the theme for the week in a more age 
targeted manner.  Assemblies are delivered by 
Senior Leaders, Teaching and Support staff, 
which is important for us.  It reinforces the 
message that we ALL have something 
important to offer and ALL voices are heard 
and valued. Our assembly themes are based 
around a picture book, which is shared with 
the children at the start of the week, and 
then available for the children to look at all 
week.  We value assemblies so highly that they 
are ALWAYS attended by all staff and all 
children.  There’s no excuses for missing 
assembly!



Our Wider 
Curriculum-

(cont-2)
It’s also easy to overlook the importance of our school values and how they shape our curriculum. Taking 
into account our belief that ‘curriculum’ is defined by ‘the planned learning we provide for our children’, 
how we successfully ensure our children embody these values is undoubtably part of our curriculum.  

CARING – always comes first.  We care deeply about one another, and make sure 
our children know this and demonstrate this.  It is our belief that it is the most 
fundamental aspect of our work and what will have the greatest impact on our 
ability to produce good members of society. It has to be lived and breathed by all 
staff at all times, and it’s something that we have to be careful to not to merely 
pay lip service to.  It is undoubtably the least tangible, but most commented 
upon, aspect of our school.

LEARNING – if we want to use a business analogy is our ‘core product’. It’s 
the way we can equip our children with the knowledge and understanding that 
will enable them to become the people they are capable of becoming.  We value 
learning in all it’s forms, and our children learn the methods by which they will 
become even more effective learners.  It’s why we place such a high emphasis 
on our LEARNING BEHAVIOURS.   

WINNING – is a state of mind.  It’s the difference between viewing a mistake 
as failure, or as a necessary step towards achievement.  Winning doesn’t have to 
be at someone else’s expense.  We also want to make sure that children celebrate 
both their own and other people’s successes.  Creating a shared sense of enjoying 
their own and other’s successes is a core value we believe influences our curriculum.

CARING, LEARNING and WINNING are the core that run through everything we 
do.  You see it in lessons, on the playground, in how we talk to one another, and in the 

hundreds of stickers we get through each week recognising our wonderful children 
when they demonstrate these qualities.  It actually represents our curriculum more 

fundamentally than anything else.



Our Wider 
Curriculum-

(cont-3)
Learning Behaviours.

The greatest skill we can give our children is the ability to be amazing lifelong learners.  To 
help us achieve this we use the same language throughout the school to describe good 
‘learning behaviours.  Below is the ‘Zoneboard’, which is on display in every classroom, and 
emphasizes those learning behaviours.

Children are rewarded for showing these learning behaviours, 
and each Friday children are given certificates in our 
celebration assembly.  The children are all aware that the 
‘Learning Behaviours’ are the instructions for embodying our 
ethos of CARING, LEARNING and WINNING



A term we use throughout the curriculum is ‘Green Light’.  Our understanding of this is using 
something you already know to improve the thing you’re doing next. 

Every lesson starts with a Green Light moment.  The children are signposted to what they will 
studying, and we have a discussion about what they have learned before, that will be used in that 
lesson.   This is absolutely embedded in our children as a concept, and using their prior knowledge to 
inform their actions has proved very effective.

Green 
Light 

Moments

We also begin each Topic with a Green Light 
conversation, based on the previous Topics that 
the upcoming topic will be following on from.  We 
have a special interactive Topic Overview for 
this purpose which shows which previous Topics 
have learning related to it.  The children all have 
the ‘curriculum overview’ in their Topic Books.

Green Light Write

Once a week in English lessons the children do a ‘Green Light Write’.  This is a piece of writing based on 
some learning that they have done that week.  This not only gives us a good opportunity to check the 
children’s understanding of what was covered, but is another chance to overlearn the concepts that are 
being written about.



Our Lesson 
Curriculum

This section is going to start with a fundamental 
truth that might appear painfully obvious.  We 
embrace, support, endorse and closely follow the 
National Curriculum.  The content of what we teach is 
governed and decided by the contents of the National 
Curriculum, and it remains the single document that will 
give the greatest clarity to what is taught and when 
at our school.

Contained within the National Curriculum are all the subject areas we teach.  We do not approach all of 
them in the same way, and use our expertise and experience to ensure we maximise the effectiveness of 
how we teach all of them.

ENGLISH
Every morning in discrete sessions

MATHS

PE             Discretely taught by our own employed school specialists

French We follow a home written scheme in KS1,  and a specialist bought
scheme of work in KS2

Computing
We use a discrete specialist bought scheme across the school 

Music

RE            Is taught in a short weekly session each week across the school

Our fundamental belief is that learning doesn’t happen in individual silos, so we have 
integrated the rest of the curriculum into Topics which both interest and inspire the

TOPIC        children.  We have carefully planned each Topic, to ensure successful delivery of the entirety
of the National Curriculum, as well as providing the children with a good base of general
knowledge and a love of learning.



English

Fundamental Thinking
English is a vitally important subject in the OBPS curriculum. We 
understand that in order to succeed, both during their time at 
OBPS, and in the future, children must be secure in their reading 
and writing skills. We want pupils and staff to be excited by, and 
enthusiastic about the teaching and learning of English.

Aims/Intent
Our aims for English at OBPS are as follows:

•To help children develop key skills which are necessary to become 
life-long learners.
•To ensure that all children have access to high quality teaching 
of reading and writing.
•To inspire a love of reading in our pupils
•To motivate children to have high aspirations in regards to 
their English skills and abilities.
•For teaching staff to feel empowered and confident to make 
decisions about their practice.

Impact
The children should understand that English plays a key part in real life settings and 
that it is fundamental to many areas of their studies. Children should approach their 
English tasks with confidence and enthusiasm. Children’s abilities in English should 
improve term on term, so they are able to meet the expectations for their year group. 
Teaching and support staff should have clear impact on progress and learning, analysing
and evaluating to identify areas for further development.



Implementation
As already made clear, at OBPS we ensure that all pupils receive their entitlement of 
being taught what the National Curriculum states. We do not follow any “bought in”, or 
structured schemes of work in English, but instead trust our staff to plan and deliver 
lessons which will ensure progress for their class. They also frequently develop their 
own resources and plans from scratch. The children take part in daily reading and 
writing lessons, they also have an adult read to them at the end of every school day. In 
EYFS and KS1 the children also have daily Phonics sessions.
A guiding principle for our English curriculum is that it is inspired by the learning needs 
of the children. In order to help teachers identify these needs they use a range of 
assessment tools. In EYFS and KS1 phonics data is recorded and analysed half termly by 
teaching staff and senior staff. Tests are also used to inform teachers’ assessment 
and planning. From Reception Spring term to Year Six the children do a termly reading 
assessment. Again, this data is discussed and used to inform planning and any necessary 
intervention.
Teachers use a range of teaching strategies, and are encouraged to reflect on this 
regularly to assess the impact of them. Some key strategies used across the schools 
include:
•Exposing the children to high quality texts regularly
•Using modelling to demonstrate reading and writing processes
•Providing children with WAGOLLs (what a good one looks like)
•Utilising display space to help support children
•Considering resources to scaffold/support pupils (eg. word banks, planning sheets)
Teachers are supported with their teaching of English in a number of ways at OBPS. 
Firstly, there is a culture of support amongst the staff, with teachers often sharing 
and discussing their practice during staff meetings and free times. Secondly, the 
English Lead is always happy to offer support and help when staff request it. Thirdly, 
the Head Teacher and Deputy Head give high levels of feedback and support by 
discussing practice half termly during Professional Development week, and at other 
times when needed. Staff are also supported with curriculum resources provided on the 
school hard-drive, and during staff meetings when English is discussed, and writing is 
moderated.

English 
(cont)



Maths

Fundamental Thinking
We believe that all children can do maths. We believe all our pupils have the right to be 
taught how to become numerate and be empowered through maths. We believe we have 
the expertise and ability to help all pupils reach their full potential. We want all children to 
become curious and ask questions, to understand how and why maths works, to understand 
its relevance, and to become resilient in finding resolutions to challenges involving maths.

Aims / Intent
•To develop children’s fluency so that they can solve problems with increasing efficiency.
•To develop children’s ability to reason and problem solve in a variety of contexts, applying 
their mathematical knowledge.
•To support children in becoming confident mathematicians who enjoy maths and are 
resilient and persevere.
•To support children to move from unconscious incompetency (when initially introduced to a 
concept) to unconscious competency (when they can undertake a task with confidence) by 
personalising learning to address the needs of the children

Impact
The children should find the exploration of mathematics interactive and engaging, with 
children recognising relevance in the real-world, so that they may retain knowledge and 
skill. Children ultimately report enjoyment of the subject.
Children should approach mathematical study with confidence, and view tasks and 
challenges that call for application of varied knowledge across units of work and the 
selection of multiple skills positively, demonstrating a willingness to collaborate and discuss 
mathematical thinking.
Children are able to recall facts and procedures, displaying fluency in Maths, and their 
approach and response to reasoning activities should improve term on term, with the 
expectation that, by the end of the year, children are happy to use mathematical 
vocabulary appropriately, to articulate and explain or justify their thinking. They will be 
able to solve problems, by applying their mathematical skills, persevering in seeking 
solutions.
Teaching and support staff should have clear impact on progress and learning, analysing, 
and evaluating to identify areas for further development.



Maths 
(cont)

Implementation
As has already been made clear, at OBPS we ensure that all pupils receive their 
entitlement of being taught what the National Curriculum states. We do not follow 
any “bought in”, or structured schemes of work in maths, but instead trust our 
staff to plan and deliver lessons which will ensure progress for their class.
As with all lessons, we begin with a ‘Green Light Moment’ to discuss with the 
children why they should care about the lesson objective that day (how that area 
of maths is relevant to real life and to other areas of learning, including future 
learning), to reflect on what learning they have already encountered in that area 
(including when appropriate a discussion of mathematical language), and how they 
will win and be successful.
It is vital that children are mathematically fluent, and, for this reason, lessons 
begin with starter activities which revisit core concepts or calculation skills and 
review previous learning. Lessons often have a structure which begins with fluency 
and subsequently progresses onto reasoning and problem-solving. We recognise that 
these are important, but not exclusive skills, which need to be developed and 
therefore opportunities for reasoning and problem-solving are included in many 
lessons. We interpret these as tasks for which the path for answering is not clearly 
defined which can encompass a wide range of activities. As these often rely on 
secure mathematical fluency and tend to have a higher cognitive demand, children 
tend to demonstrate this ability more once skills become secure, in subsequent 
lessons, and as the year progresses

Interventions



Foundation 
Subjects

We made the decision that we wanted to have a very clear expectation of what would be 
covered conceptually in each subject, as well as what we needed each child to achieve by 
the end of each phase.  We also made the brave decision that this was better done 
collectively than by a ‘subject leader’ model.  The examples below each show the key 
vocabulary, the key concepts, and the way we break the subject down into its different 
elements.  These documents have all been written by all teaching staff.



Foundation 
Subjects 
(cont)

We are always aware however that is our professional responsibility to ensure that 
foundation subjects don’t become ‘rudderless’ .  It is also our responsibility to make sure 
that the work we do in each area remains sharp, focused and we are looking for ways to 
improve it.  To achieve this we devised our system of ‘No Odd Socks’.

Two teachers are released from teaching 
to enable them to do a subject review.  
This typically involves looking at work, 
talking to children and teachers, and looking 
at what is and is not working so well.  They 
report their findings back to staff 
meetings.
When the development points have been 
agreed the teachers report back to 
governors what the review found, and 
what we have agreed to do about it.
A governor then comes into school to look 
at what they have been told, and see 
whether they can see that in practice.

Our rationale behind this system is quite 
clear.  Every teacher at OBPS is intimately 
involved in all aspects of the development of 
our foundation curriculum.  This results in 
enormous ‘buy-in’ and understanding.  It also 
means that every teacher becomes an 
expert in every subject.

“A rising tide lifts all boats”



Topic

We have carefully co-constructed a series of Topics that each child will study during 
their time at OBPS.  Because of the mixed age classes in Key Stage 1 and Lower Key 
Stage 2, the topics in those phases are over a two year rolling cycle.

As previously explained, we fundamentally believe in our Topic curriculum.  However we 
are keen to ensure that our children are not disadvantaged when they reach high 
school- so we make sure we sign post children to the academic discipline that they are 
focussing on each day.

Each of the foundation disciplines is made up of a number of elements.  Boards, making 
these elements clear are on display in each classroom, and the particular aspect of each 
discipline being studied is made clear each lesson.



Topic 
(cont)

Here are the boards on display in each classroom, explaining the 
different elements of each foundation subject which is taught 
through our topics.

It’s our belief that we allow our children to benefit from the ‘best of both worlds’.  We 
ensure the children are not only aware of which academic subject they are studying, but 
even what aspect of this discipline.  However we also have the ability to contextualise 

this learning within the basis of a topic which both inspires and enthuses.



Other 
Foundation 
Subjects

We also like to make use of external 
expertise where appropriate.  
After internal skills audits revealed 
we didn’t have such strong subject 
knowledge and skills in some 
subjects, we extensively researched 
what was available on the open 
market.  
This searching lead us to KAPOW, 
who provide resources, and training 
for teachers to enable them to 
teach very well put together 
schemes of work.  We trialed this 
approach with one subject, which 
proved a huge success.  
So we bought another two!

These schemes compliment our 
existing curriculum brilliantly, as in 
content and delivery  they dovetail 
in with our style perfectly.

And most importantly, our children 
make great progress.



Assessment

It’s all very well having a fantastic curriculum, but it’s essential that we know how 
it’s working, how well the children are doing, and how we can continually improve.  
Assessment is used at school to answer all of those questions.

Assessment in English/Maths

Everyday our teachers and support staff are assessing
how well the children are doing.  This is achieved by reading 
their work, asking them questions, seeing their responses, 
amongst a myriad of other methods.  We call this ‘Assessment
For Learning’.
Six times each year- at the end of each half term- we do some more formal 
assessments which we thoroughly benchmark in maths, reading and writing.  These 
are explained below. 

English
Progression in Reading will be assessed through termly tests, listening to children’s 
responses to a text, contributions to discussions, and evaluating their written work. 
An age-related assessment will be given to parents/carers on reports.
Progression in Writing will be assessed through regular independent writing 
opportunities which are assessed by the class teacher. A body of evidence of written 
work will be evaluated and moderated in half termly staff meetings or in staff 
teams. An age-related assessment will be given to parents/carers on reports.

Maths
Teachers use Assertive Mentoring tests/previous SATs tests on a half-termly 
basis to inform assessments as well as to inform planning, analysing and identifying 
gaps.
Regular arithmetic tests further help to inform of the child’s numerical fluency and 
this should be taken into consideration when making assessments (given the higher 
weighting of ‘Number’), as well as to inform future planning.

Six times per year each class teacher then has a meeting with the headteacher to 
discuss these assessments.  And together a plan is formed to maximise the learning 
for the next half-term. 
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Assessment-
Foundation
Subjects

We also need to know how well the children are doing in all of the foundation 
subjects.  To achieve this we use a wide range of strategies in the 
classrooms  daily.

green light 
conversations

children’s writing

drawings/ sketches

self-evaluation

discussion questioning

topic books

vocabulary tests
presentations

observations conversations with TA’s

work produced

drawings

green light writes

pictures

Being involved in shaping the curriculum for pupils of different ages ensures that 
class teachers are able to link the content being studied to that which pupils have 
learned in previous years and need to know for their future learning. Knowing this, and 
through their assessments, teachers are quick to spot any gaps in pupils’ knowledge 
and address misconceptions. 

This accumulation of evidence mounts as each year progresses.  The teacher uses this 
information to  fine tune their teaching and ensure all the key concepts are covered 
and understood.  At the end of each year we report to parents how their children 
have done in Topic lessons over the course of the year. 

Double-page spreads



Wider 
Reading

This document is intended to be read as a whistle-stop guide to the 
curriculum at OBPS.  It summarises aspects of the contents of a myriad 
of other policies and documents.

These include, but are not limited to-

Curriculum Policy – OBPS
English Policy – OBPS
Maths Policy – OBPS

Behaviour Policy – OBPS
Subject Progression Documents – OBPS

Subject Intent Documents – OBPS
Kapow Subject Documents – Kapow

Ofsted Report – OFSTED
Foundation Subject Boards – OBPS
Green Light Write Guide – OBPS
No Odd Socks Proforma – OBPS

Zoneboard – OBPS
Trips and Visits Overview – OBPS

Assembly Yearly Plan – OBPS
RE Policy – OBPS

Primary National Curriculum – DfE


